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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jan Porush 

When I talk to members and they tell me their ideas or 

goals for the Temple, most are often also quick to point 

out that they donõt want to be president; in fact, they 

donõt even want to be on the Board.  They donõt like to 

go to meetings, theyõre too busy to take on volunteer 

work, itõs not a priority right now.  Thatõs okay . . . 

people support the Temple in different ways.  But how 

about helping to encourage someone else to be 

president someday?  Anyone can develop leaders  . . . 

here are ten easy steps:  

1.  Pay attention to whatõs going on at the Temple.  Even 

if you canõt attend an event or class, stay abreast by 

reading our e - mail blast and The Pomegranate .  Take a 

moment to look over the website.  Our lead ers need to 

know that you care about what they are doing.  

2.  Give generously to the Templeõs various funds, and 

to our High Holiday appeal ñour annual non threatening 

effort to secure funds to help meet operating needs for 

these services  (to which we have n ever sold tickets) .  

Membership dues donõt cover all of our wants, just the 

bare necessities.   The more you can give, the less our 

leaders have to ask of you later.  

3.  Join us at our weekly Torah class, or at a Shabbat or 

holiday service.  We are always looking to provide 

services and programming (ever come to our musical 

Shabbat or join us as we toured the Skirball?) to appeal 

to and benefit all age groups, and our leaders would 

love to see you take advantage of them.  

4.  Communicate your ideas in a kind  and constructive 

manner.  If you think there is something the Temple 

could be doing, or doing better, let us know.  If you are 

sati sfied, we need to hear that , too.  We are a phone call 

or e - mail away, and monthly Board meetings are open to 

all members.  

5.  Share your expertise.  If you have a special 

interest or talent, our leaders welcome the 

opportunity to help you display it or use it to 

further the Templeõs goals and objectives. 

6.  Donate your time, even if itõs just an hour now 

and then.  Show your support by sponsoring an 

oneg  or kiddish , or helping with an event.  

7.  Promote the Temple to friends and neighbors 

who are looking for a Jewish community.  

8.  Express gratitude to officers from time to time, 

for keeping the place running and interesting.  

9.  Be understanding.  This may be the most 

difficult of all of the steps.  Give your leaders the 

benefit of the doubt.  Before you take offense at 

something, remember that we are all volunteers 

working by trial and error.  Our decisions may not 

always be correct, but we arenõt making them for 

selfish reasons.  If you are dissatisfied, come up 

with a solution for us to consider ña solution that 

will benefit the entire community . 

10.  Step up someday, when you feel that it is your 

time to serve.  No organizat ion can survive and 

flourish without new leaders and their fresh ideas 

and perspectives.  

POMEGRANATE SUBMISSIONS: 

The Pomegranate  is published most months 

and is distributed free of charge to anyone 

expressing interest in Temple Etz Rimon.   The 

next issue will combine June and July . 

All news items for the next issue are due on 

May 7 .  Please submit articles electronically to:  

info@templeetzrimon.org.  
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CAMP POMEGRANATE  
By George McNeil 

 As we near the end of our school year, we take time to 

celebrate Israelõs birthday and to teach students about its 

his tory and culture and significance for Jews everywhere.  

Teaching about Israel poses special challenges for 

educators.  The extraordinary changes in our world since 

Israelõs creation require us to look at new ways to inspire 

our students and impart a connec tion to Israel.  

The meaning and the nature of teaching about Israel 

often presents more questions than answers.  Do we 

teach from an affective approach, striving to affect a love 

of Israel in the hearts of the next generation?  Do we 

focus upon the cogniti ve, transmitting facts so that 

students understand the history, ways of life, and 

problems in the State of Israel?  Do we emphasize Klal 

Yisrael  and give our students a sense of Jewish unity 

throughout the world?  How much do we focus upon 

aliyah  and the c entrality of Israel to the Jewish religion?  

Or, do we guide students toward helping Israel by getting 

involved in organizations and activities such as JNF tree 

planting, Magen David Adom , and other causes?  

At monthly meetings at the Agency for Jewish Educ ation, 

other educators and I discuss the struggles associated 

with the issues of teaching Israel in our schools.  Are we 

to teach about the Israel of today?  Biblical Israel?  The 

Israel of 1948?  At Etz Rimon, our goal is to increase 

studentsõ awareness o f and connection to Israel 

and to articulate a clear vision for further Israel 

education.  In past years, we have focused upon 

the music, song, dance , and culture to build 

student awareness of and connection with Israel.  

The older students especially seem  to enjoy and 

appreciate the concept of community offered by 

Klal Yisrael ñand in a small way, that is what we 

are offering in our school.  

As in every phase of Jewish education, family 

education is important to complement and 

complete the learning.  There a re many 

opportunities (in addition to but not solely 

traveling to Israel) for you and your children to 

learn about Israel, and to make support of Israel a 

part of your lives.  

Our annual school - wide Israel celebration will 

coincide with the conclusion of cl asses on May 31 

with Israeli music, falafel and a birthday party for 

Israel ( Yom HaõAtzmaut was on April 29, so weõll 

do a dual celebration).  Parents, please let us 

know if you are able to join us from 2:30 - 3:30 pm 

for this fun year - end celebration.  

THE SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF LAG BôOMER 
By Cecilia Herzfeld-Stern 

Beginning at the second  Seder of Passover, we began 

counting  the 49 days that connect Passover and Shavuot. 

This counting is commanded in Leviticus  (23:15 - 16), 

when the omer  (sacrifice ) measure of barley, was offered 

in gratitude to G od during this time of harvest, the Day of 

First Fruits (Shavuot ).  These 49 days also correspond to 

the time of both the physical emancipation  of the 

Israelites from Egypt and the spiritual liberation of the 

giving of Torah at the foot of Mt. Sinai on Shavuot .  The 

mystics of our tradition, the Kabbalists, look at the 49 

days that connect Pesach with Shavuot  as corresponding 

to the 49 drives and attributes of the human heart.   They 

saw each day as a refinement  of one of these sefirot  (the 

emanations  of ten attributes from G od), as the Israelites 

moved closer to becoming a people of G od and receiving 

the Torah at Sinai.  

In Hebrew, letters are associated with numbers, and 

the shorthand for the number 33  is lamed - gimel.  

Hence, the 33 rd  day of counting the omer  is known 

as Lag bõOmer.  The 33 rd  day of this counting has 

come to have special significance:  the end of a 

Divine - sent plague during the time of Rabbi  Akiva , 

one of the greatest sages who lived before the 

destruction of the Second Temple.  The story in the 

Talmud relates that th e plague killed 24,000 of his 

students because they did not show proper respect 

to one a nother, befitting their level.  

Following this catastrophe, Rabbi  Akiva  just taught 

five, one of which was Rabbi  Shimon bar Yochai .  A 

great Torah scholar, he was believed to have 

See Lag bõOmer on page 7  
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GETTING INVOLVED AT TEMPLE ETZ RIMON  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT:  JAN PORUSH 

lacityctr@roadrunner.com  

VICE PRESIDENT AND CAMP POMEGRANATE DIRECTOR:  GEORGE 

MCNEIL 

george.mcneil@g mail.com  

TREASURER:  BOB KAYE 

jazzkaye@aol.com  

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  KAREN LINICK 

TheLinicks@sbcglobal.net  

ADULT EDUCATION CHAIR:  JULIE HARELSON 

juliencarlsbad@aol.com  

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  MARILYN CLEMENT 

MEMBERSHIP: JODY SATHER 

josather@roadrunner.com  

MITZVAH/T ERUMAH CHAIR:  HAROLD KRASNER 

harchark@cox.net  

PUBLICITY CHAIR, EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS:  MURRAY 

FLECK 

zelmur@sbcglobal.net  

PUBLICITY CHAIR, INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS:  RUTHANN 

PEARLMAN 

rhpearlman@aol.com  

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES CHAIR:  MARCIA ESSIG 

bubbecia@yahoo.com   
CANTOR: JEFF WAYNE  

omnigon@yahoo.com  

CARING COMMITTEE  

The Caring Committee helps members in times 

of sadness and in times of joy.  Contact 

Barbara Roberts at br4625@yahoo.com with 

your new sñgood or  bad.  

We hope Harry Krasner is  feeling  better soon . 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Take Time for Torah  

With Marilyn Clement 

Enrich your Shabbat with an ongoing verse - by-

verse study of the Torah.  The weekly discussion is 

led by Marilyn Clement,  Saturdays at 1:00 pm.  Call 

929 - 1904 for details.  

Shabbat Liturgy  

With Marilyn Clement 

Join Marilyn Clement  to explore the S habbat Liturgy. 

Classes are on going  and meet at 3 pm on Saturday 

afternoons .  Call  929 - 1904  for more information.  

SEEKING NOMINATIONS 
Elections for the Board of Trustees will be held 

in June and we need people both to chair and 

serve on the nominating committee.  We also 

need additional nominees f or the elections.  

If you are willing to be on either the nominating 

committee or the Board, please contact Jan 

Porush  at lacityctr@roadrunner.com as soon as 

possible.  

GUEST RABBI 

FRIDAY, MAY 29,  7PM 

Can One Be A Good Jew Without Being 

Religious?  

Much has been written about Jews and 

modernity lately.  A recent s tudy reveals that 

Jews are more spiritual than ancestral.  What 

that means for Jews today is one of the topics 

to which I shall respond to in my visit to your 

community.  

I look forward to meeting and spending 

Shabbat together.  

Rabbi Steven B. Jacobs  

Founde r Progressive Faith Foundation  
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TEMPLE TALK  

ONEG SPONSORS NEEDED! 

We always  need Oneg  and Kiddish  sponsors!!  

If you are able to spo nsor an Oneg  or Kiddish , 

please contact Jeanne Greene at 758 - 5990.  

Thanks to the following members for 

sponsoring or helping with recent Onegs , 

which were enjoyed by all.  

Marilyn Clement  

Jeanne Greene 

Barbara & Richard Hayes  

Jean Katz 

Karen Linick & Vincen t Romero  

Susan Pack  

Lillian Swerdlow  
 

A LITTLE FUNNY 
Hebrew Class  

Little Benjy was in his Hebrew class and was 

learning all about how God created everything, 

including humans. He was especially intent when 

his teacher got to the bit about how Eve was 

created out of one of Adam's ribs.  

Later that day, Benjyõs mother noticed him lying 

down as though he were ill, so she said to h im, 

"Benjy, darling, whatõs the matter with you?"  

Benjy replied, "I have a pain in my side, Mommy.  

I think I'm going to have a wife."  

READERSõ CORNER 
What have you been reading?  Share your favorites. 

Thanks to Lillia n Swerdlow for the following review.  

The Little Jewish Gaucho , a childrenõs book written by 

Lillian R. Krell - Swerdlow, with much pleasure and 

tears . . . .  

The Jewish immigrants, who settled the vast prairie 

(pampas) of Argentina during the 1880s - 1890s wer e 

refugees from Eastern Europe who endured the cruel 

pogroms, where their homes were destroyed and 

families were often hurt or killed because of their 

Jewish faith.  Thanks to a great Jewish folk hero of 

that era, who went by the name of Baron Maurice 

Hirs ch, thousands of refugees were saved and 

brought to the Argentine pampas.  Hirsch was a 

wealthy philanthropist from Austria whose òheart cried 

out with painó at the suffering of his people.  He 

decided to take bold action and buy thousands of 

acres of òtop notchó prairie land in South America for 

the Jewish refugees to resettle in peace.  

Now, the country of Argentina, anxious to develop 

their great pampas, approved the resettlement plan, 

with the condition that wheat would be planted by 

these new pioneers a s a much - needed crop, and 

cattle would be raised to provide meat for Argentinaõs 

growing population.  The agreement was that 

Argentinaõs government would provide the seeds to 

plant the first wheat fields, and would also provide 

enough cattle necessary to h elp the pioneers get 

started as òCowboys of the Pampas!ó 

The Immigration Society, also sponsored by Baron 

Hirsch and other prominent European business 

leaders, provided the many ships and supplies that 

were needed to transport hundreds of people across 

the  ocean to Argentina.  

In retrospect, the transition upon their arrival was 

difficult.  Housing was poor, and people were living 

in little òshanties.ó  Provisions were often scarce, and 

the treeless, flat pampas made for very muddy 

conditions when it rained.   Also, the new language 

was Spanish, which made it difficult for the new 

arrivals who only spoke Yiddish.  After a few years of 

acclimating to their new home, however, the 

colonies of Jewish refugees began to thrive.  

Plentiful crops and healthy cattle ma de for 

independence, allowing each family to build better 

homes, new schools for their children, and 

community synagogues for worship.  

In just such an environment, a little boy, born in a 

òMaruicio Hirsch Jewish Colonyó on the Argentine 

pampas becomes my s tory.  Truly a loving, caring 

story about my beloved father, Adolfo Krell, the 

Little Jewish Gaucho.  

The childrenõs manuscript of 47 pages, along with 

illustrations, may be retrieved online from 

littlejewishgaucho.com.  Feedback from the Temple 

family memb ers is welcome.  
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SKIRBALL  TRIP 
Submitted by Rita Koor 

 The bus and all the participants arrived promptly and we 

left Carlsbad at 9:30 a.m.  Everything promised was given, 

including  the luxurious bus and a trusty and pleasant 

driver.  

We arrived at the Cultural Center at 11:30 and had time to 

pose for group pictures.  At 11:45, we went to our private 

dining room, where we found five round tables set with 

linen table cloths and a grand  buffet consisting of 

appetizing sandwiches, potato salad, dessert, and 

beverages.  Eating lunch together, wearing our name tags, 

gave all an opportunity to get acquainted.  

From our leisurely lunch, we were met by two docents, 

divided the group in half, an d were guided through the 

main museum.  Everyone was impressed by the collection 

of Judaica and having the docents explanations made it 

very special.  

At about 2:15, after the tour, we had reservations to visit 

the Noah's Ark.  This is a hands - on exhibit, a nd you have 

to experience it for yourself.  We were fortunate because 

there were children in the Ark and watching them and 

listening to their òcool,ó ògreat,ó òoohsó and òaahsó gave all 

pleasure.  In addition, as on the computer, the 

children showed us how  to work all the movable 

items such as making rain and lightning, making the 

animals move, etc.  This is an exhibit for young and 

old.  

After experiencing the Ark, we went for a self - guided 

tour of the special exhibit they are running now 

called GOLDEN AGE OF COMIC BOOKS 1938- 1950.  It 

was a surprise to most of us to find that Dick Tracy 

and Superman and Batman and more were all created 

by Jewish people.  These people wrote and illustrated 

the comic books.  Again, an outstanding exhibit.  

After the comic book s, everyone was free to go back 

to the main museum, sit and relax outside in any of 

the many lovely courtyards, and visit Audrey's Gift 

Shop. 

We left the Skirball at 4:15, watched a movie to help 

make time pass, and arrived safely back in Carlsbad, 

happier  and wiser than when we started out.  From 

the comments of all the participants, the trip was a 

SUCCESS. 

See more photos on page 6 



THE POMEGRANATE 

 

 6 

GIVING  

YES, I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  HEREõS MY DONATIONé 
   

Last Name (Please Print)      First Name (Please Print)  

Address (Please Print)       (Phone) 

Date:    Amount of Donation:     

PLEASE DIRECT MY DONATION TO THE FUND CHECKED BELOW: 

Ã Camp Pomegranate  Ã Camp Pomegranate Directorõs Fund Ã Camp Pomegranate Scholarship Fund   

Ã General Fund   Ã Prayer Book Fund  Ã MIshkan T'Filah  prayerbook, each $36, with a dedicatory inscription  

Donation made by:  

In Memory of:  

Relationship:  

In honor of:  

On the occasion of:  

Speedy Recovery to:  

Send Acknowledgement to:  

PLEASE CUT OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO THE TEMPLE WITH YOUR CHECK. 

Temple Etz Rimon   P.O. Box 130845, Carlsbad, CA 92013 - 0845  

Temple Etz Rimon is a 501(c)3 not - for - profit co rporation.  

YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Date Received:           TY Sent: 

More Skirball photos from page 5 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THESE CONTRIBUTIONS  
 

The Temple thanks our members, their relatives and friends, and our community for d onations recently received.  

GENERAL FUND 
Helps to cover regular operating expenses and provide for special needs as they arise.  

Etta Fisch  

Jewel & Morris Levine, in memory of Lew & Phil Miller  

Jody & Stephen Sather   

CAMP POMEGRANATE FUND 

Murray Fleck  

PRAYER BOOK FUND 

Etta Fisch, in memory of her mother, Sarah Lindenbaum  

Etta Fisch, in memory of her father, Abraham Lindenbaum  

Maggie & George McNeil, in honor of Jan Porush  

 

Lag bõOmer from page 2 

authored the Zohar, a key text of Jewish mysticism.  It 

is believed that he revealed deep secrets of Kabbalah  

upon his deathbed, which was the 18 th  of Iyar, Lag 

bõOmer.  So this day is also seen as another kind of 

receiving of Torah (that of its hidden, mystical 

secrets) and is also celebrated as such.  There is a 

custom to light a candle in honor of the deceased on 

the day of that personõs Yahrzeit .  Rebbe  Shimon was 

believe d to have given spiritual light to the world with 

the revelation of Zohar , and so many candles and 

bonfires are lit on this day to honor his teachings.  

Lag bõOmer has yet another Kabbalistic  significance.  

Each day and week of counting is associated with a  

particular sefirah and the inner work that is needed to 

receive the Torah on Shavuot .  The 33 rd  day of 

counting is the fifth day of the fifth week, the week 

whi ch addresses humility (the sefirah of hod ).  This is 

the character trait needed to be spiritual ly manifested 

in order to obtain the next one, of sovereignty, which 

coincides with the receiving and owning of our Torah.  

Rabbi Simon Jacobsonõs A Spiritual Guide to the 

Counting of the Omer  (online at  www.aish.com/  

spirituality/growth/Daily_Omer_Meditat ion.asp ), out -

lines daily meditations for each day of the Counting of 

the Omer.  

May this Lag bõOmer bring you great light.  

HOLOCAUST DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE 
On April 15, the City of Oceanside issued a Proclamation in 

Honor of Holocaust Days of Remembrance, April 19 - 26, 

2009.  The Proclamation stated that we "should always 

remember the terrible events of the Holocaust and remain 

vigil ant against hatred, persecution and tyranny of any kind," 

and encouraged us "to reflect on the need for respect of all 

peoples, gaining knowledge and empathy through learning 

and remembrance."  

Several members of Etz Rimon were in attendance to 

represent th e local Jewish community, including Emma and 

Cole Stoermer, who helped lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  




