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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jan Porush 

Every summer as the Temple prepares its High Holiday 

mailing, we discuss the seemingly age-old questions:   why do 

people join temples and what can we do to make Temple Etz 

Rimon inviting to prospective members?  Now that we have 

taken an important step to position ourselves for the future by 

hiring Rabbi Karen Sherman, I’m confident more than ever 

that it makes sense to become a member at Temple Etz 

Rimon.   

I have learned that people join temples for a variety of 

reasons.  For some, it provides a way to connect with God, 

and is an expression of their Jewishness.  While it is possible 

to study alone, pray alone, or work to repair the world alone, 

our tradition teaches that none of these goals reaches 

fulfillment unless performed as part of a community. 

For others, joining a temple provides a connection to the past 

and to the future.  The Temple transcends generations and 

helps to unite generations.  Some younger members look at 

their congregation, and see some adults as role models.  

Then, years later, they recognize themselves as the new role 

models for the children of the congregation who now 

represent the hope for a Jewish future. 

Still others join to ensure a Jewish presence in their city.  

When there is a need for Jewish representation or a search for 

Jewish opinion on an issue that arises between secular and 

Jewish interests, it is to the temple that many people turn.  

Without a temple, life goes on in many schools and 

communities without care or attention to Jewish needs.  The 

temple prevents that from happening and ensures that there 

are rabbis, cantors, educators and teachers to serve our 

community. 

Yet others join a temple for the chance to meet new and 

interesting people who share similar values and who want to 

learn about or promote Jewish education, culture, and social 

action.  A temple is an opportunity for fellowship, 

camaraderie, and fun. 

The point of all this effort is to make Judaism avail-

able to all Jews.  By creating a community, we ensure 

that couples can have a Jewish wedding, newborns 

can be welcomed, young adults can become a bar or 

bat mitzvah, mourners can find solace and the 

deceased are remembered.  Every lifecycle event we 

mark, every student we teach, and every soul we 

comfort is not alone, but supported by an entire 

community.  The temple opens its doors to all. 

For whatever reason that you are a member…thank 

you.  Thank you for being a part of our community at 

Temple Etz Rimon.  Thank you for giving your spirit, 

your time, and your resources to ensure that as we 

enter our second decade, Judaism thrives through the 

community we are creating.  We are able to do what 

we do only when we stay together.  When we each do 

what we can to help one another, we help to ensure a 

Jewish present and a Jewish future.   

I am honored by the opportunity to serve our 

congregation as President for another year.  I 

appreciate the Board’s confidence in me as we 

embark on a new phase in our Temple’s journey.  

Please join me in welcoming Rabbi Sherman with 

warmth and open arms, with the patience that is 

needed as any newcomer joins a community, and 

with an outreach that will include her family in your 

embrace. 

CAMP POMEGRANATE 
The first day of Camp Pomegranate will be Sunday, 

September 13.  If you have not sent in your 

registration forms, please send them now.  To plan 

our staff, we need to know how many students will 

be enrolled at each level. We’re looking forward to 

a great year with Rabbi Sherman as our new School 

Director. 
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WE SAY GOOD-BYE AND HELLO 
Farewell to Student-Rabbi Cecilia Herzfeld-Stern  

who has been with us for the past year.    Welcome to Rabbi Karen Sherman who joined us in July. 

FROM THE RABBI 
By Rabbi Karen Sherman 

I admit that I have been called obsessive-compulsive.  I like 

things neat, orderly, and in their place.  I love to clean out a 

closet, arrange things neatly on shelves and in drawers, 

throw out items that are no longer in good condition, and 

give away things that I think others might find useful.  My 

system is to put things into three piles: the ―keep‖ pile, the 

―discard‖ pile, and the ―give away‖ pile.  Perhaps it is because 

of this quality that I look forward to the month of Elul. 

During the month of Elul, we clean out the closets we have 

been thoughtlessly cluttering up for the past year.  We begin 

the process of reflection that will continue throughout Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  Thinking about the past year 

and our behavior, we might consider the following: Who have 

we helped and who have we hurt?  In what situations could 

we have acted differently?  At what times did we speak when 

we could have kept silent, and at what times did we keep 

silent when we could have spoken?  Have we been true to 

ourselves? 

Like cleaning out a closet, reflecting on our behavior is not 

easy.  In fact, it can get rather messy.  It is dusty in that 

closet, especially way in the back where we have not gone for 

a while.  It is cumbersome.  We come across old clothing that 

does not fit anymore, things that don’t look good on us 

anymore, and things that are old, torn, or faded.  It takes 

time and persistence.  We need to set aside a specific time to 

focus on the task.   

Once we decide to focus on the task, it is time to be 

honest with ourselves.  The behaviors of which we are 

most proud go into the ―keep‖ pile; we find a place to 

put them neatly on a shelf or in a drawer to be used 

throughout the year.  These might include love, 

compassion, or generosity.  Those behaviors which 

hurt others go into the ―discard‖ pile; we don’t need 

them anymore, and we certainly don’t want to pass 

them on to anyone else.  These might include 

resentment, jealousy, or anger.  Perhaps there are 

other things for the ―give away‖ pile; these are the 

things we want to tell people, offer them, or give them 

as gifts.  Things we have been holding onto, knowing 

they would be better used if only we shared them with 

someone else.  These can be the most difficult of all – 

an apology, an expression of love, or a display of 

affection. 

Once we begin to reflect and clean out, we might even 

find that we feel better afterward.  With our unwanted 

behaviors either returned to storage, ready to throw 

away, or ready to be given away, we emerge with a 

strong sense of hope.  Whether you are obsessive-

compulsive, or prefer things a little more scattered, 

going through the past year offers hope that the new 

year will bring strength, healing, and peace. 

Elul begins Friday night, August 21. 
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HIGH HOLIDAYS 
 

High Holidays are fast approaching.  The BIG WHITE ENVELOPE will be mailed within the next two weeks.  Space is limited, 

so please complete your Membership Application and High Holiday Reservation form and return them immediately.  Only 

members are guaranteed seating.  Non-members will be offered seating on a first come, first-served basis. 

S’LICHOT 

Saturday, September 12 

 Ice Cream Social 7:00 pm 

 Service 7:30 pm 

EREV ROSH HASHANAH  

 Friday, September 18 7:00 pm 

ROSH HASHANAH 

 Saturday, September 19 10:00 am 

 Children’s Service 3:00 pm 

 Tashlich following Children’s Service 

 @ Tamarack Beach 

SHABBAT SHUVAH 

 Friday, September 25 7:00 pm 

 @ The Chapel at Eternal Hills 

 1999 S. El Camino Real, Oceanside 

KOL NIDRE 

 Sunday, September 27 7:00 pm 

YOM KIPPUR 

 Monday, September 28 10:00 am 

 Children's Service 3:00 pm 

 Afternoon Service 4:00 pm 

 Yizkor & Neilah ~5:15 pm 

POMEGRANATE SUBMISSIONS: 

The Pomegranate is published most months and is 

distributed free of charge to anyone expressing interest in 

Temple Etz Rimon.   

All news items are due on the 7th of each month.  Please 

submit articles electronically to: info@templeetzrimon.org 

WE HAVE A NEW ARK!  

We have long discussed wanting a new, easily-movable ark and with the arrival of Rabbi Sherman the opportunity to 

acquire one fell into our lap.  As those of us who were at Rabbi Sherman’s first Saturday morning service learned, the ark 

was originally commissioned by a start-up congregation in South Orange County.   

When it grew and built a sanctuary with a permanent ark, the congregation  

donated their movable ark to a Jewish day school that Rabbi Sherman’s 

children attended.  Recently the day school was suddenly closed and was 

looking for homes for its ritual objects.  They asked Rabbi Sherman if she 

would like the Megilat Esther she had previously donated.  When she went 

to get the Megilah it was in the ark.  She inquired about the ark and, after 

much measuring and discussion, determined that the ark will fit our on 

bima.   Charlotte Krasner has kindly sponsored the purchase in memory of 

her husband, Harry.   It will be wonderful to have an ark on the pulpit 

regularly! 
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GETTING INVOLVED AT TEMPLE ETZ RIMON 

RABBI KAREN SHERMAN 

rabbisherman@templeetzrimon.org 

CANTOR JEFF WAYNE 

omnigon@yahoo.com 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT:  JAN PORUSH 

lacityctr@roadrunner.com 

VICE PRESIDENT:  KAREN LINICK 

TheLinicks@sbcglobal.net 

TREASURER:  BOB KAYE 

jazzkaye@aol.com 

RECORDING SECRETARY:  OPEN 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  JUDY SALKIND 

judy.lou@cox.net 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  MARILYN CLEMENT 

(760) 929-1904 

CARING COMMITTEE CHAIR:  RUTH GANS 

ruthie4918@sbcglobal.net 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Take Time for Torah 

With Marilyn Clement 

Enrich your Shabbat with an ongoing verse-by-

verse study of the Torah.  The weekly discussion is 

led by Marilyn Clement, Saturdays at 1:00 pm.  Call 

929-1904 for details. 

Shabbat Liturgy 

With Marilyn Clement 

Join Marilyn Clement to explore the Shabbat 

Liturgy. Classes are ongoing and meet at 3 pm on 

Saturday afternoons.  Call 929-1904 for more 

information. 

BOARD ELECTIONS 
The new Board of Directors met on July 13 and elected officers and determined the various committee chairs.  We also 

selected the date and time of our regular monthly Board meetings—the second Wednesday of each month at 10 am in 

Pilgrim Hall.  All members in good standing are welcome at Board meetings, however, if you have an issue on which you 

want the Board to vote, it must be placed on the agenda in advance of the meeting.  Please stay in touch and get 

involved.  Contact any member of the Board if you have ideas you would like to share.  And, of course, please volunteer 

to help make Etz Rimon everything we want our community to be. 

EDUCATION CHAIR:  GEROGE MCNEIL 

george.mcneil@gmail.com 

MEMBERSHIP CO-CHAIRS: JODY SATHER,  

JULIE HARELSON, & RITA KOOR 

josather@roadrunner.com 

juliencarlsbad@aol.com 

ritakoor12@yahoo.com 

MITZVAH/TERUMAH CHAIR:  BARBARA HAYES 

info@templeetzrimon.org 

PUBLICITY CHAIR:  MURRAY FLECK 

zelmur@sbcglobal.net 

FACILITIES CHAIR:  EITAN AHARONI 

eitan@sbcglobal.net 

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES CHAIR:  MARCIA ESSIG 

bubbecia@yahoo.com 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE:  LEANOR RAPPAPORT 

leanor@sbcglobal.net 

PICNIC WITH PILGRIM 
In an effort for the members of the various 

congregations that use the Pilgrim Church 

facilities to get to know each other, Pilgrim is 

hosting a picnic barbeque on Sunday, August 30, 

at 12:15 pm at Poinsettia Park in Carlsbad.  The 

park is located on Paseo del Norte just south of 

Palomar Airport Road (upon entering the park, 

turn right at the T-intersection and follow the 

road around to the playground).  Pilgrim will 

provide the hot dogs and hamburgers.  Please 

bring a dish to share, your own drinks, and picnic 

blankets or chairs.  There will be fun games and 

great conversation. 
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TEMPLE TALK 

ONEG SPONSORS NEEDED! 

We always need Oneg and Kiddish sponsors!!  If 

you are able to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddish, 

please contact the Temple at 929-9503 or 

info@templeetzrimon.org. 

Thanks to the following members for sponsoring 

or helping with recent Onegs, which were enjoyed 

by all! 

Marilyn Clement & Gordon Locke 

Debbie DeCapua & Lori Hellman 

Faye Eisen 

Marcia Essig 

Sunny Frowein 

Jeanne Greene 

Barbara & Richard Hayes 

Barbara & Art Kellerman 

 

CARING COMMITTEE 
The Caring Committee exists to help members in 

times of sadness and in times of joy. But unless you 

inform us, we may never know of the births, 

illnesses, deaths and other life-changing situations 

affecting our Temple members.  Our new Caring 

Committee Chair is Ruth Gans.  Please take a 

moment to contact her at 630-3920 or 

caring@templeetzrimon.org with information about 

your family or another Temple family.  We are here 

to help. 

Thoughts are with Bobbie & Arnie Farber.  We know 

they want to join us for services more often than 

they are able.  We hope Arnie is feeling better 

soon so we can see both their smiling faces at 

shul. 

We wish a fond farewell to Brian, Carey, Jacob, and 

Luke Grana.  They are moving to Virginia so 

Brian can attend the Marine Senior Staff College 

at Quantico.  We hope they enjoy their year of 

school—always a great year for family time. 

Barbara Roberts is home from the hospital but still 

not completely up to snuff.  We hope she’s 

feeling better soon. 

We note with sadness the passing of Rabbi 

Sherman’s father, Don Devor.  Our thoughts are 

with her and her family. 

 

THANK YOU! 
A heartfelt thank you to Jeanne Greene for the 

wonderful job she did organizing the Onegs for the 

past year.  If you are willing to follow in Jeanne’s 

footsteps and be the new Oneg coordinator,  

please contact the Temple at 929-9503 or 

info@templeetzrimon.org. 

ART CONTEST WINNER 
Murray Fleck’s granddaughter, Lauren Fleck, won an art 

contest in Santa Monica in which kids got involved in the 

city’s effort to raise awareness about the smoking ban in 

public places.  Lauren’s winning artwork will be displayed 

on Santa Monica’s Big Blue Bus line and her fifth grade 

class at Grant Elementary School gets a $500 donation. 

Check out her interview on the ABC News in Los Angeles 

at www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJpaqllFutc or the article  

in Splash Magazine at: 

http://www.lasplash.com/publish/Entertainment/cat_ind

ex_la_events/Santa_Monica_s_Smoking_Doesn_t_Belong_

Here_Campaign_Launch_Event.php and you’ll get to see 

the artwork on the buses.  

Congratulations Lauren (and Murray)! 

YOUTH GROUP 
The Etz Rimon Youth Group had a final get together 

of the school year at Ruby's Diner, and had the 

chance to talk with student representatives from local 

Hillel college groups.  We will start our new year in 

September, so if you’re a high school student 

interested in becoming part of our group, please 

contact Becca Clark at calilove1619@aol.com..  

Looking forward to seeing all of you.   

Thanks! Becca Clark 
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GIVING 

YES, I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  HERE’S MY DONATION… 
   

Last Name (Please Print)       First Name (Please Print) 

Address (Please Print)      (Phone) 

Date:   Amount of Donation:    

PLEASE DIRECT MY DONATION TO THE FUND CHECKED BELOW: 

 General Fund    MIshkan T'Filah prayerbook, each $36, with a dedicatory inscription  

 Camp Pomegranate  Camp Pomegranate Scholarship Fund   Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund  

Donation made by:  

In Memory of:  

Relationship: 

In honor of:  

On the occasion of:  

Speedy Recovery to: 

Send Acknowledgement to: 

PLEASE CUT OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO THE TEMPLE WITH YOUR CHECK. 

Temple Etz Rimon   P.O. Box 130845, Carlsbad, CA 92013-0845 

Temple Etz Rimon is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation. 

YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Date Received:           TY Sent: 

A LITTLE FUNNY 
An archaeologist was digging in the Negev Desert in Israel and came upon a casket containing a mummy, a rather 

rare occurrence in Israel, to say the least.  After examining it, he called the curator of the Israel museum in 

Jerusalem.  "I've just discovered a 3,000 year old mummy of a man who died of heart failure!" the excited scientist 

exclaimed.  To which the curator replied, "Bring him in. We'll check it out." 

A week later, the amazed curator called the archaeologist.  "You were right about both the mummy's age and cause 

of death. How in the world did you know?" 

"Easy. There was a piece of paper in his hand that said, '10,000 Shekels on Goliath'." 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THESE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

The Temple thanks our members, their relatives and friends, and our community for donations recently received. 

GENERAL FUND 

Helps to cover regular operating expenses and provide for special needs as they arise. 

Morton Gold 

Nery & Joe Ronell, with their prayers for the long life, health and best wishes to all members of Etz Rimon. 

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND 

For activities and purposes as determined by Rabbi Sherman. 

Murray Fleck 

Pearl & Louis Stark 

CAMP POMEGRANATE SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

Provides religious school scholarships based on established criteria. 

Yvonne & Robert Aach, in honor of granddaughter Emma Stoermer’s 7th birthday 

Lainy & Larry Vinikow, in honor of grandson Adam Davis being named Scholar Athlete of the Year 

 

ZICHRONAM LIVRACHA:  BOOK OF REMEMBRANCE 
Temple Etz Rimon is again publishing a Book of Remembrance for Yom Kippur.  If you would like to honor the memory of 

your loved ones, please complete the form below and return it to the Temple by September 1.  Be sure to print clearly the 

names of those who are being memorialized so that we have the proper spellings.  Your name will be listed as the person 

honoring the departed.  A minimum donation of $10 per name is requested. 

Your Name:  

Names of Loved Ones to be Remembered: 

PLEASE CUT OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO THE TEMPLE WITH YOUR CHECK.  YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 
Temple Etz Rimon   P.O. Box 130845, Carlsbad, CA 92013-0845 
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AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

     31 7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Aaron Kopikis officiating 
 1 1 pm Torah Class,  

  3 pm Liturgy Class 

2 3 4 5 6 7  7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Joel Newman officiating 
8  1 pm Torah Class,  

     3 pm Liturgy Class 

9 10 11 12 10 am 

Board Meeting 
13 14  7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Karen Sherman officiating 
15  1 pm Torah Class,  

     3 pm Liturgy Class 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22  10 am Service, Rabbi Karen 

Sherman officiating, 1 pm Torah 

Class, 3 pm  Liturgy Class 

23 24 25 26 27 28  7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Karen Sherman officiating 

Musical Shabbat with 

Yochanan Winston & 

friends 

29 1 pm Torah Class,  

     3 pm Liturgy Class 

30 31  1 2 3 4 7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Karen Sherman officiating 

 

5 1 pm Torah Class,  

     3 pm Liturgy Class 

6 7   

 Labor Day 

8 9 10 am Board 

Meeting 
10 11 7 pm Service, Rabbi 

Karen Sherman officiating 
12 1 pm Torah Class,  

3 pm Liturgy Class, 7 pm Ice 

Cream Social, 7:30 pm Selichot 

Service 
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E-MAIL BLAST 

If you have not been 

receiving the e-mail blasts 

and would like to get them, 

please send an e-mail to 

info@templeetzrimon.org 

requesting that you be 

added to the list. 
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