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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
By Jan Porush 

Sitting in the home of a friend, I looked at recent pictures of 

her daughter with her classmates.  I saw her daughter with her 

birthday cake, blowing out the candles, and recognized that 

it‟s at this age when the education about counting begins.  

From that point on in our lives, we count.  In fact, we count 

without thinking twice; it‟s habitual and necessary in our daily 

lives. 

As Jews, we count…in every week, in monthly editions of The 

Pomegranate, and at every New Year those formerly among us 

who have passed on.  Every week we count the six days until 

Shabbat occurs once again, and then again.  As members of a 

temple, many of us count on seeing each other at weekly 

services or Camp Pomegranate.  Now, we have just completed 

counting the 50 days between the second night of Passover 

and the arrival of Shavuot, the Counting of the Omer.  As 

members of a sacred community, we count because we value 

every member in our midst. 

We find that over and over in our Jewish year, we count, and 

having reached a moment in time, we begin counting once 

again.  And, our counting marks the continuity of Judaism 

over time, generation to generation.  Holidays are marked by 

their places in our calendar, by the number of days between 

any two, by the length and duration of each, always associated 

with numbers. 

As the end of our Temple calendar approaches, I, too find 

myself counting.  I count the days since I was elected 

president of our Temple, the number of members I have been 

fortunate to meet, and the number of Board members, 

volunteers, hours and resources required to keep our Temple 

operating smoothly. 

Just as the preschool child counts birthday candles, the high 

schooler counts vacation days, and parents count tuition 

dollars for college, so does each of us have a list of priorities 

we consider important to measure.  As a congregation, we 

have our own list and we count.  We count the days until our 

first-ever permanent part-time rabbi will be in place (watch 

the e-mail blast for updated information); we count the social 

and educational opportunities that occur throughout 

the year; we count the religious services and lifecycle 

events; we count the number of students in Camp 

Pomegranate, and the spatial accommodations 

required for High Holiday services. 

At this time of the year, it‟s also important and 

appropriate to count the people who have made a 

significant contribution to our Temple family.  We 

count the numbers among us who give without 

thanks or recognition in the forms of tzedakah, 

volunteerism, time, expertise, and general acts of 

kindness.  Often seamless and all but invisible, we 

count them nonetheless.   In particular, I want to 

offer a special thank you to the members of the 

Board (and other members) who have worked 

tirelessly to enrich our Temple community, to Rabbi 

King for his steadfast support and guidance 

throughout the year, to Rabbi Kopikis for bringing a 

fresh perspective to our services, to our student rabbi 

Cecilia Herzfeld-Stern for sharing her excitement of 

Judaism with us, to our Cantor Jeff Wayne for his 

willingness always to help out and fill in, and to all 

those who are or will become part of our extended 

Temple family in the coming year.  Each individual 

impacts the whole, and taken together they form the 

tapestry of our Temple community.  Just as the 

tapestry is only complete with all of its parts, each of 

us makes a difference.  We each count. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve as president.  

Marcus and the kids join me in wishing you a safe 

and peaceful summer. 
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FROM THE DIRECTOR OF CAMP POMEGRANATE 
By George McNeil 

 In Psalm 119 it is written, “From all my teachers I have 

gained understanding.”  As the school year draws to a close 

and the long days of summer beckon, this saying 

appropriately sums up my thoughts about our very devoted 

Camp Pomegranate family. 

At Camp Pomegranate, a warm and inviting atmosphere 

conducive to learning permeates the halls of Calavera Hills.  

Our teachers, culled from a mix of professions and Judaic 

backgrounds, work diligently to instill in our students a 

strong sense of dedication and enthusiasm for Jewish life.  

As a group, they have more than 50 years of teaching 

experience, including their time at Camp Pomegranate and 

all of their other Jewish venues.  We have teachers who are 

students themselves, studying and then sharing with us 

their knowledge and expertise.  Without a doubt, all show a 

true commitment to Jewish education. 

Through texts, life experience, creativity, and a multitude of 

other learning techniques, our teachers expose students to a 

curriculum of Jewish learning.  On any given Sunday, 

students are being introduced to or learning how to master 

a very ancient series of prayers in a kind and gentle fashion.  

Or, students may be participating in an intense discussion 

about whether God hears you when you pray, „visiting‟ 

Jerusalem, or learning how to sing a prayer. 

Our function as Jewish educators is to produce learned Jews 

who live Jewish lives.  Parents are an integral part of that 

process.  We foster our mission at Etz Rimon by providing 

user-friendly holiday celebrations that provide opportunities 

for parents to come and celebrate with their kids at school.  

We embrace the idea that there is nothing more 

important we can do for Jewish education than to 

bring parents, teachers and children together. 

While we‟ve had special programs and holiday 

celebrations that provide memorable experiences 

and hands-on opportunities for learning, we have 

always dedicated class time to traditional academic 

study as well.  Students have continued to progress 

in their Mitkadem Hebrew books, Bible and history 

lessons, prayer skills and holiday knowledge.  With 

good attendance and frequent calls to our Hebrew 

hotline, I‟m pleased to note that many students 

have made significant strides this year. 

And so, in this my final letter as the director of 

Camp Pomegranate, I‟d like to thank all of the 

parents for their support for our program.  

Importantly, I‟d also like to thank our teachers, 

Kathy Radosh, Anna Mintz, and especially Jan 

Porush for all that they do:  teaching our children to 

read Hebrew, recite prayers at services, what it 

means to be Jewish, and to have a sense of Jewish 

literacy and Jewish identity.  I also want to thank our 

indispensable aides Rachel Fidler and Karen Linick, 

as well as super-sub Zachary Allen.  Thank you all 

for another successful year at Camp Pomegranate! 

CAMP POMEGRANATE REGISTRATION 
Registration for the 2009-2010 school year has 

begun.  To receive the early registration discount, 

applications must be submitted prior to June 30. 

TIME TO SAY GOOD-BYE 
It‟s hard to believe that a whole school year has passed since 

our student rabbi Cecilia Herzfeld-Stern joined us.  We have 

watched her progress from the nervousness of the first 

service she ever conducted to her poise on the pulpit now.  

We have been enriched by her enthusiasm to share all she 

has been learning and had our minds opened by the deft 

interweaving of her interests in Kabbalah into our Shabbat 

services.  Friday evening, June 26, will be her last service 

with us.  Join us on this very busy night as we install a new 

board, celebrate Shabbat with joyous music, and wish Cecilia 

well on her journey to become a rabbi and in her Jewish 

spiritual discovery. 

RABBI UPDATE 
As a result of the overwhelmingly positive 

response from the congregation, we have 

extended an offer to Rabbi Karen Sherman 

to become our permanent part-time rabbi.  

We are still working out the details and will 

keep you apprised. 
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GETTING INVOLVED AT TEMPLE ETZ RIMON 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

PRESIDENT:  JAN PORUSH 

lacityctr@roadrunner.com 

VICE PRESIDENT AND CAMP POMEGRANATE DIRECTOR:  GEORGE 

MCNEIL 

george.mcneil@gmail.com 

TREASURER:  BOB KAYE 

jazzkaye@aol.com 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY:  KAREN LINICK 

TheLinicks@sbcglobal.net 

ADULT EDUCATION CHAIR:  JULIE HARELSON 

juliencarlsbad@aol.com 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT:  MARILYN CLEMENT 

MEMBERSHIP: JODY SATHER 

josather@roadrunner.com 

MITZVAH/TERUMAH CHAIR:  HAROLD KRASNER 

harchark@cox.net 

PUBLICITY CHAIR, EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS:  MURRAY 

FLECK 

zelmur@sbcglobal.net 

PUBLICITY CHAIR, INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS:  RUTHANN 

PEARLMAN 

rhpearlman@aol.com 

RELIGIOUS PRACTICES CHAIR:  MARCIA ESSIG 

bubbecia@yahoo.com 
CANTOR: JEFF WAYNE  

omnigon@yahoo.com 

ADULT EDUCATION 

Take Time for Torah 

With Marilyn Clement 

Enrich your Shabbat with an ongoing verse-by-verse 

study of the Torah.  The weekly discussion is led by 

Marilyn Clement, Saturdays at 1:00 pm.  Call 929-1904 

for details. 

Shabbat Liturgy 

With Marilyn Clement 

Join Marilyn Clement to explore the Shabbat Liturgy. 

Classes are ongoing and meet at 3 pm on Saturday 

afternoons.  Call 929-1904 for more information. 

BOARD ELECTIONS 
Annual elections for the Board of Trustees will take 

place in June.  All eligible members will receive 

election materials by mail.  There are eight seats 

available and eight members are running for two-

year terms. 

Eitan Aharoni 

Marilyn Clement 

Ruth Gans 

Julie Harelson 

Barbara Hayes 

Rita Koor 

Leanor Rappaport 

Judy Salkind 

Ballots must be mailed to the Temple and 

postmarked by June 22.  The new Board will be 

installed at our musical Shabbat services on Friday, 

June 27.  No ballots will be accepted or counted 

that night.   

Prior to the installation and services, all members 

are invited to a wine and cheese reception at 

6:30 pm in the courtyard at Pilgrim Church.  Come 

to services early and visit with your friends and 

fellow congregants.   

The new Board will meet on Monday, July 13 and 

will, pursuant to our by-laws, select the officers 

for the 2009-10 term. The names of the new 

officers and their positions will be published in the 

August issue of The Pomegranate. 

POMEGRANATE SUBMISSIONS: 

The Pomegranate is published most months and is 

distributed free of charge to anyone expressing 

interest in Temple Etz Rimon.   

All news items are due on the 7th of each month.  

Please submit articles electronically to: 

info@templeetzrimon.org 
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TEMPLE TALK 

ONEG SPONSORS NEEDED! 

We always need Oneg and Kiddish sponsors!!  If you are 

able to sponsor an Oneg or Kiddish, please contact 

Jeanne Greene 

Thanks to the following members for sponsoring or 

helping with recent Onegs, which were enjoyed by all. 

Irene Caplan 

Marcia Essig 

Barbara & Richard Hayes 

Jody & Stephen Sather 

Ruth Schoen 
 

CARING COMMITTEE  

The Caring Committee exists to help members in 

times of sadness and in times of joy. But unless 

you inform us, we may never know of the births, 

illnesses, deaths and other life-changing situations 

affecting our Temple members.  So, please take a 

moment to contact Barbara Roberts at 

br4625@yahoo.com with information about your 

family or another Temple family.  We are here to 

help. 

Harry Krasner is still convalescing from surgery.  

We hope he‟s feeling better soon.  We are 

thinking of Charlotte as well. 

Our thoughts are with Debbie DeCapua and Lori 

Hellman as they mourn the passing of 

Debbie‟s cousin. 

 

A LITTLE FUNNY 
A middle aged woman has a heart attack and is 

taken to the hospital.  While on the operating table 

she has a near death experience. During that 

experience she sees God and asks if this is it.  God 

says no and explains that she has another 30-40 

years to live. 

Upon her recovery she decides to just stay in the 

hospital and have a face lift, liposuction, breast 

augmentation, tummy tuck, etc.  She even has 

someone come in and change her hair color.  She 

figures since she's got another 30 or 40 years she 

might as well make the most of it.  

She walks out the hospital after the last operation 

and is killed by an ambulance speeding up to the 

hospital. She arrives in front of God and asks, "I 

thought you said I had another 30-40 years?" 

God replies, "I didn't recognize you." 

READERS‟ CORNER 
What have you been reading?  Share your favorites. 

I recently read the first two books of a trilogy by Maggie 

Anton super-titled, Rashi‟s Daughters and touted as 

“novels of love and the Talmud.”  Inspired by the life of 

Isaac ben Solomon (Rashi), Anton has written works of 

historical fiction which skillfully ensconce the reader in 

the daily goings-on of medieval Jewish life. 

Rashi, an 11th century French rabbi most famous as the 

author of the first comprehensive commentary on the 

Talmud, had only daughters.  It is believed that, 

eschewing tradition, he taught his daughters Talmud.  

Each of Anton‟s books centers on one of Rashi‟s three 

learned daughters.  We witness their lives, both Jewish 

and secular.  Time is measured by both the Jewish and 

the agrarian calendars—daily prayers, weekly Shabbat, 

monthly niddah, and annual Jewish holidays feature side-

by-side with planting, pruning, harvesting, wine-making, 

and the various trade fairs of the area.  And, sprinkled 

throughout is Jewish commentary—presented through 

Talmudic discussions among the women and with their 

father‟s yeshiva students—along with the myths and 

misconceptions about health, sexuality, education, and 

Judaism that were prevalent at the time. 

Not great literature but nevertheless a good read (if 

maybe a bit risqué for some), Rashi‟s Daughters got me 

thinking about the continuity of Judaism, the absurdity of 

some of the medieval beliefs (Jewish and Gentile), and 

the digressive nature of Talmudic study. 

ART KELLERMAN 
Art Kellerman will be performing in Something's 

Afoot at the Sunshine Brooks Theater in Oceanside 

from June 12 to June 28. Call 529-9140 for tickets 

and info. 
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DINNER GROUPS AT TEMPLE ETZ RIMON, 2008-2009 
Submitted by Jamie Irvine 

 Last summer, I was looking for a way to build relationships 

with members of Temple Etz Rimon, for me and my family.  

My children have been attending Camp Pomegranate since 

they have been in Kindergarten:  they are now in the third 

grade.  My routine was to walk them into the Sunday school 

and hand them off to their teacher.  I was cordial to all the 

parents there on drop-off and pick-up, but I was looking for 

more than the nice pleasantries of hello, how are you, and 

goodbye.  I wanted to get to know the parents and the kids 

who were attending the same Sunday school as my two 

children. 

My husband Dave, who had been a long time member of 

Pilgrim Church, had participated in his Church‟s Dinner 

Groups for several years.  We joined one, and it turned out to 

be a nice social gathering and a way for us to meet more 

people.  Fast forward a few years (and a few Church Dinner 

Groups later), and we have met many wonderful people, 

eaten great dinners, drunk some nice wines, and shared 

great conversations.  Some of the members of these groups 

have become our good friends. 

Naturally, I thought of dinner groups when I felt the desire to 

connect more fully with people in the Temple.  I talked it over 

with Jan, obtained the Camp Pomegranate families‟ e-mail 

addresses from George, and sent off an e-mail asking if 

anyone would be interested. 

Of the 20 plus families contacted, five families committed to 

participating.  There are ten adults and twelve kids who 

gather about once a month and have a fun evening 

together! 

Here are some things we have done at Dinner Group 

during the year: 

Dinner at several member‟s homes 

Bowling followed by a meal at a restaurant 

Dinner and board game night 

We tried to do a pool party once also, but the weather 

didn‟t cooperate! 

If this sounds interesting to you, consider putting a 

group together.  Here is what you need to know… 

RECIPE FOR A DINNER GROUP 

Ç 8 to 10 adults, plus children if the group chooses 

Ç Hosting duties rotate among the members.   

Ç Host for that month organizes the location and the 

menu.   

Ç Everyone brings a dish to share. 

Ç Eat, drink, converse, and enjoy the evening! 

Ç Before leaving for the night, select the next host, 

location and date. 

That‟s it!  We have certainly enjoyed ourselves this year, 

and look forward to more years of good times, fun, and 

friendships! 
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GIVING 

YES, I WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE!  HERE‟S MY DONATION… 
   

Last Name (Please Print)       First Name (Please Print) 

Address (Please Print)      (Phone) 

Date:   Amount of Donation:    

PLEASE DIRECT MY DONATION TO THE FUND CHECKED BELOW: 

Ã General Fund   Ã MIshkan T'Filah prayerbook, each $36, with a dedicatory inscription 

Ã Camp Pomegranate Ã Camp Pomegranate Director‟s Fund Ã Camp Pomegranate Scholarship Fund   

Donation made by:  

In Memory of:  

Relationship: 

In honor of:  

On the occasion of:  

Speedy Recovery to: 

Send Acknowledgement to: 

PLEASE CUT OUT THIS FORM AND MAIL IT TO THE TEMPLE WITH YOUR CHECK. 

Temple Etz Rimon   P.O. Box 130845, Carlsbad, CA 92013-0845 

Temple Etz Rimon is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation. 

YOUR GENEROSITY IS GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: Date Received:           TY Sent: 

ZICHRONAM LIVRACHA 
We note with sorrow the passing of our member, Lillian Katell.  

There will be a celebration of her life on Sunday, June 14, at 2 pm 

at B'Nai Shalom, 201 E. Broadway, Vista, 92084.   

Please contact Gilda Bass at 431-0052 for more information or to 

let her know you will be attending. 
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WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR THESE CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

The Temple thanks our members, their relatives and friends, and our community for donations recently received. 

GENERAL FUND 
Helps to cover regular operating expenses and provide for special needs as they arise. 

Phyllis Blumenthal, in memory of her sister, Lillian Leve  

PRAYER BOOK FUND 

Lori Hellman and Debbie DeCapua, in memory of Lori‟s brother, Jackie Lyle Hellman 

Jan Porush and Marcus Allen, in memory of Seville Porush 

Ruth Schoen, in memory of her parents, Bertha & David Schoen 

 

ROSTER UPDATES/CORRECTIONS 
Bobbie & Arnold Farber‟s correct e-mail address is:  

bobbiefarber@sbcglobal.net 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
In an all-volunteer organization such as Temple Etz 

Rimon it is important that we all volunteer.  It‟s easy to 

be active in our community!  Your commitment can be 

ongoing or for a single event.  It can be as simple as 

helping stuff and label the High Holiday packets or more 

complicated like organizing the trip to the Skirball.  To 

provide programming of interest to our diverse 

congregation, we need many different ideas and many 

people to help execute them.   

The Temple belongs to everyone!!  Take the initiative:  

plan a cooking class; organize a jaunt to a museum or 

to see a play or concert; put together a Havurah; host an 

oneg and be there to set up and clean up; write a piece 

for the Readers‟ Corner in The Pomegranate; organize a 

book club; make a commitment to be there to help raise 

and lower the curtain for Shabbat services; take home 

the candlesticks and polish them and return them in 

time for the next service.  It doesn‟t matter what you 

choose to do.  Just think of something and see if others 

are interested in joining you.  Remember, without you, 

we‟re one volunteer short! 

JEWISH-THEMED EVENTS AT THE 

OCEANSIDE MUSEUM OF ART 
The Oceanside Museum of Art is presenting Fabric 

of Survival:  The Art of Holocaust Survivor Esther 

Nisenthal Krinitz from June 14 to October 25.  

Esther Nisenthal Krinitz was a teenager during the 

Holocaust in Poland and at the age of 50 she 

began sewing a series of embroidered fabric 

panels that tell her story of survival.  These 

beautiful, poignant works of art express the 

personal courage and humanity that individuals 

must draw upon to overcome racism and injustice. 

On June 14th at 2 pm, there will be a Holocaust 

Memorial Service conducted by Rabbi Dorit Edut 

and Cantor Jeff Wayne, followed by an exhibition 

reception.  $10, OMA members complimentary. 

On June 28 at 2 pm, there will be an Art & 

Remembrance Presentation by Helen McQuade and 

Bernice Steinhardt, Esther's daughters.  There will 

also be a film interview with Esther by acclaimed 

director, Lawrence Kasdan.  No charge. 

On July 5, Sol Berger, a Holocaust survivor, will 

talk with kids at 11 am, do a memorial tile 

painting and family art project at noon and talk 

with teens at 3 pm.  Adults are welcome at all 

events. 

On July 12 at 4 pm, the San Diego Jewish Men's 

Choir will perform at the Oceanside Museum of 

Art.  Cost is $15, $10 for OMA members 
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JUNE-JULY 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1  9 am, Board 

Meeting 

2 3 4 5 7 pm, Service, Rabbi 

Bernie King officiating 

6 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

7 8 9 10 11 12 7 pm, Service, Student 

Rabbi Cecilia Herzfeld-

Stern officiating 

7 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 10 am Service, Rabbi Aaron 

Kopikis officiating 

1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

21 22 Ballots for Board 

Elections due 
23 24 25 26 6:30 pm, Wine & 

Cheese; 7 pm Musical 

Shabbat with Yochanan 

Winston & Friends, 

Student Rabbi Cecilia 

Herzfeld-Stern officiating 

27 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

28 29 30        1 2 3 7 pm, Service, Cantor 

Jeff Wayne officiating 
4 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class  
Independence Day 

5 6 7 8 9 10 7 pm, Service 11 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

12 13 9 am, Board 

Meeting 
14 15 16 17 18 10 am, Service 

1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

19 20 21 22 23 24 7 pm Musical Shabbat 

with Yochanan Winston & 

Friends 

25 1 pm Torah Class 

3 pm Liturgy Class 

26 27 28 29 30 31 7 pm, Service  
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Return Services Requested 

J
U

L
Y 

E-MAIL BLAST 

If you have not been 

receiving the e-mail blasts 

and would like to get them, 

please send an e-mail to 

info@templeetzrimon.org 

requesting that you be 

added to the list. 

HIGH 

HOLIDAY  

TZEDAKA

H 

PROJECT 
Our Food 

Drive was a 

great 

success! We 

reached our 

goal of 100 

bags of 

groceries. 

Karen 

Linick‟s van 

was so full 

that there 

was barely 

enough 

room for her 

and Bess to 

sit when 

they took it 

to the San 

Diego Food 

Bank. The 

Food Bank 

was very 

grateful to 

receive the 

donations. 

Thank you 

to all the 

donors who 

made it 

possible. 


